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RESPONSE AFTER FINAL 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir, 

Responsive to the Final Action mailed October 21, 2003, applicants respond as follows: 

REMARKS 
Claim 2 is pending in the application. 



Prior Art Rejection 

Applicants renew their request for information particularly supporting the 
assertions that the Examiner makes concerning prior an under '^Official Notice.'* 

The Examiner's refusal to provide such infonnation - * on the grounds that same is 
a "general request" or a "casual request" is not understood. No basis for refusal is found 
in the statute or the regulations. Indeed, MPEP §2144,03 notes, "If the applicant 
traverses such an assertion the examiner should cite a reference in support of his or her 
position" 

Moreover, the Examiner notes two deficiencies in Harriett's teachings: 
• Bamett does not explicitly disclose digitally watermarking an object 
(coupon); and 
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